Application of sulcated half-ring external fixator for treating bone and joint injuries of burned lower extremities: a report of four cases.
Four patients with burned lower extremities complicated with severe bone and joint injuries were treated with sulcated half-ring external fixators. The results were satisfactory. This apparatus is simple, easy to handle and effective. Using this fixator, the burn wounds as well as the bone and joint injuries could be managed at the same time, without mutual interference. As it seems a desirable method for the management of such compound injuries, the advantages and disadvantages of this apparatus are discussed.